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CREATING A MASTHEAD

Objective: Students will be able to create a basic masthead as one part of web design basics. The
masthead will use a simple color scheme based on company colors.

What is a masthead?

Mastheads are a concept that predates the creation of web pages. Essentially, a masthead is a graphic
image that is often found at the top of a printed or electronic page. The masthead may include a humber of
different elements that are designed to catch the eye and provide the page with a degree of visual appeal.
Most designers for mastheads also attempt to create a final design that will be easy for viewers to remember
and easily associate with the publication.

The masthead is often considered to be a very important component in defining the look of the front page of
a website. Several different elements can combine to create a visually appealing graphic that will entice the
visitor to the site to remain and explore the contents in more detail. To this end, the masthead may contain
such key elements as an easily recognized company logo, a text title in fonts and colors that catch the eye,
or some sort of graphic image that helps to tell the viewer something important about the purpose and
function of the website. (http://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-a-masthead.htm)

What is a color scheme?

In color theory a color scheme is the choice of colors used in design for a range of media. For example, the
use of a white background with black text is an example of a basic and commonly default color scheme

in web design.

Color schemes are used to create style and appeal. Colors that create an aesthetic feeling when used
together will commonly accompany each other in color schemes. A basic color scheme will use two colors
that look appealing together

Color wheel color schemes: analogous i near each other on color wheel; monochrome i one color with
values of that color; complimentary i opposite each other on color wheel; warm i no blue; cool i no red.
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Color_scheme)

Considerations when designing:

1. Size: 960 width x 160 height; 960 has become a standard because the laptop resolution
width of 1024 has replaced 800 as the fAstand:

2. What information should go on the masthead? Company name, logo, links, etc.

3. Create a folder for downloaded images and your final masthead.

4. Download /create your logo first. Use Google image search, forexample-A Cl i p Ayt Pi
| chose a pirate that has white around it.

5. Consider the color scheme: school colors, simple combination, dark/light, one color variations


http://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-a-masthead.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Color_scheme

Creating a Masthead using Sumo Paint

A. Basic PROCESS

. Create a new document: 960 x 160

. Add a background color/gradient

. Import to Layer: your logo

. Add name of company in new layer (Layers are used in all graphic manipulation software)

.Addfi h o meaqg ndt,a cett ¢ . i(PNGrare WSD aee yoamats that use layers)

. Once all elements are added, the graphic mustbe savedase i t her ajpgbpngo or
. Itis not ready to be embedded in a webpage.
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B. Sumo Paint PROCESS | http://www.sumopaint.com> Cl i ck on @AOpen Sumo

1. File > New Image > 960 x 160
2. Choose 0 Gr ad,ifidyotr Bdekgriound ldyero | 0
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3. HINT: Add New Layer each time you add an element
4. Add Layer at bottom of Layers Palette
5. Import to new layer your downloaded logo
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6. Before you do anything, resize your logo. STEPS: a. Using the arrow, click on logo. b. Go to
fEdit>Free Transforma Resize to desired size by drawing inward one of the corners.

7. Cut out any white around logo usingthe i Ma g i ¢ V%ealecdthe white with magic wand
thenhi t t he @ d@ohtiaue endl allkweitg is gone. Right click over area and select
i d e s eWwhendinisbed.
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8. Add Layer then Add Text: Company Name (ex.: Animo Venice [font size: 30-50 pt])
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9. Add Layerthen Add Textagain.ihome | courses | sports4gt) con
10.Make sure each element is centered, similar distance from the edge.
11.Us e t he A marnow and setett he correct layer to move each element.
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SUMO PAINTBasics
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Additional Sumo Paint processes

Gradient bkg
g %

AddingHUE / SATURATIQbI Graphics
First:Selectorrect layer then
Adjustments>Hue/Saturation/Colorizenove HUBar

CHANGING SIoEHements
First:Selectorrect layer then
Edit>Free Transformpull corners




